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This is a fictionalized account of the story of Adam and FEve,
as I imagine it might have happened based on various hints I’'ve
seen in the Bible and my own life experience. It is not scripture.
This story is not complete without the footnotes at the end. If your
copy does not contain the footnotes, visit foursquare.net/cdfrey/blog,
under “fiction” for the full version.

How would it have started? I would think that opening your eyes for the
very first time and staring into the face of God would be the best way to wake
up ever. It wouldn’t matter where you were, for the Creator had just breathed
life into you.

Talk about new beginnings. Adam was likely fully formed when he was
made, because shortly after coming into existence, there was a garden to take
care of and to enjoy. Yet how much knowledge does one have when first formed?
There was enough knowledge to communicate with God, and to listen to Him.
He got to learn his grammar straight from the first Father.

Adam’s first job was as a gardener. And it was an inherited position. He
probably got to follow around beside his Father, watching Him plant the trees
and create beauty right in full view. Every question Adam had about the trees
and the garden would have been answered. I'm sure that his Father didn’t
just tell him how to manage the garden, but He showed him, too. If there was
digging to be done, God would have done it first. If there was a tree that needed
watering, God would have shown Adam how.

The laughter and happiness would echo through the newly growing trees as
Father and son worked together, and enjoyed the fruits of their labour.

Some trees would have edible fruit. Some not. But wow! The way the trees
were arranged, and the way the sun would shine through the leaves, was just
perfect. And as the sun started to set, and the heat subsided, Father and son
would chat and eat some of the fruit they worked for that day. And Adam
would learn. Ask questions. Like a little kid in a grown body: fascinated by
everything his Father would show him and teach him and give him.

Eventually Adam was capable of running the garden on his own. At least
mostly. There was always some new challenge, or some new plant to discover.
And even if God was not walking visibly right beside him, Adam knew all he
had to do was call out, and He’d be there. Adam tried to be faithful with the



garden. He loved to see the pleasure in his Father’s eyes at a job well done.
Sometimes he would save his questions for the evening, when his Father would
come to walk in the garden in the cool of the day.

As time went by, Adam got pretty good at gardening, if he did say so himself.
He got into a routine. He had memorized the flavours of most of the trees in the
garden. Some had knock-out bursts of flavour, and some were subtle hints of
sweetness that would linger in your memory all day as you worked. But there
was one tree that was special. Each time he ate some fruit off that tree, it would
be like a boost of energy, as if he had been reborn. Each bite would send life
and vitality coursing through his veins. His Father called it the Tree of Life.

There was another tree in the garden, though. It was the Tree of the Knowl-
edge of Good and Evil. This one scared him a bit. His Father warned him — no,
He told him in the strongest language possible — that if he ate any fruit off that
tree, he would surely die. As much as life would course through his veins when
he ate of the Tree of Life, Adam didn’t want to feel what death would be like.

Whenever Adam would need to tend to that tree, he would use special
precautions. If a cluster of ripe fruit would fall from the Tree of the Knowledge
of Good and Evil and land on the ground underneath, Adam would diligently
store it in a basket close by, so that there would be no danger of accidentally
mixing up the fruits and eating some by mistake. He was always very careful
when handling it, and would breathe a sigh of relief when that part of his job
was done.

But other than that, life was wonderful. All his work was quite easy, his body
was strong for every task he had to do. If ever he fell and scratched himself, his
Father would mend it right away, either directly or with a plant specially made
for healing. Adam knew all the healing plants by now, and hardly ever had to
bother his Father for such things anymore. There were always new questions to
ask, anyway. Why waste time on things he already knew?

One day his Father arrived even earlier than usual. There was excitement in
the air. By now Adam was a gardening expert, and knew almost everything he
needed to know about maintaining it. If he was honest with himself (and Adam
was always honest with himself, and his Father), he was starting to wonder what
he might do next. How would he occupy his time? Was gardening all there was?
It was great fun, but something seemed lacking.

As usual, just before Adam had a chance to get bored, his Father arrived
with a brand new project. Animals! His job was to examine each one, name it,
and determine whether it was suitable as a companion. Standing on the top of
a hill with his Father, he could see thousands of unique animals on the plain.
As far as the eye could see. There would be no chance of getting bored with a
project like this!

Of course, his Father helped him get started. Like He always did. He would
guide Adam through the interview process, talk to each animal, discuss its likes
and dislikes, ask it about its habits and instincts and nature, and so on. His
Father also taught him what to look for in a companion. What should he
look for, really? This was all new to Adam, and the idea of a companion was
pretty exciting. With each animal processed, new knowledge of mating and



characteristics and personality and form and function was gained.

Some days got a little long, but a quick trip to the Tree of Life would solve
that. There were always new surprises. Like when he had to name the Skunk.
You had to have a sense of humour in this job.

But there were days that were awe inspiring too. Like his lengthy conver-
sation with the Donkey. The Donkey seemed like such a humble animal, but
there was a confidence in him that God would use him for great things in the
future. It was almost as if the Donkey knew something he wasn’t letting on...
something that might have been revealed to him that nobody else saw. And it
filled the Donkey with joy and patience for his role in the world.

Such confidence was inspiring to Adam. But he felt that he didn’t fully
understand it yet. And that feeling motivated him to keep on with his task.

But there was another reason that motivated him. Each night as he lay on
the grass under the stars, he would remember what his Father told him. That
the purpose of this project was to find a companion for him. Someone suitable
for him, that would match him, and help him. And the more that he learned
from his experience with the animals, and the more he saw their joy with their
companions, the more he longed for a companion of his own, and realized how
good his Father was to him, for knowing what he needed before he even realized
it was a possibility.

The project rolled on for what must have been, oh, maybe 10 moons or more.
He was getting to the end, though! He could see the end of the line of animals
as they queued in the plains for him, chatting amongst themselves and eating
the fruit of the garden.

One day, his Father arrived early again, to tell him that this project had to
be completed that day. Adam was a bit surprised, but with diligence and effort,
he knew the remaining queue could be finished. And with that his Father went
back to His business, and Adam pressed on, now with a deadline to meet.

The closer he got to the end of the line, the more concerned he got. He knew
that his Father was taking care of everything, but after all these thousands of
animals, he had not found one that was suitable for a mate. Had he been too
harsh? Had he followed the rules too closely? Had he overlooked something?
There was still hope. There were only ten more to go.

But once the last animal was interviewed and named, Adam knew that he
had not found his mate. It was hard not to be a little disappointed. He thought
back to all the work he had done, and he was sure that he had followed his
Father’s guidance perfectly. And yet, here he was without a mate. Without a
companion. Without that joy that he saw in all the other animals.

When his Father came around in the cool of the day, Adam blurted out all
his concerns. He confessed that he did not find the mate that he was supposed
to be looking for, and he asked his Father: had he failed somehow? Where did
he go wrong?

But his Father just smiled and calmed him down, and told him to relax, to
trust Him, and to sleep, for it had been a long day. And Adam obeyed, greatly
reassured that he had not let his Father down.



When he opened his eyes this time, though, things were a whole lot different.
This time, there were two faces looking at him!

What he saw was the most beautiful animal he had ever seen. How could
he have missed this one?? He stared in shock, looking in a happy daze between
the two happy faces.

Then his Father explained it all to him. There was no companion found,
because there was no companion yet. His Father had made a companion for
him, specifically for him, out of the very bone of his own body, to match him
perfectly, and meet all the requirements for a mate that Adam had learned
about during the project.

This was Woman. She was Eve.

The days after that were exquisite. If he thought he was in paradise before,
it was nothing compared to now. He could talk to Eve about anything, and
she was as happy and thrilled to be there as he was. They would spend hours
staring at each other. Adam would tell her of his adventures with his Father,
and of the hundreds of funny stories that happened during the animal naming
project.

And everyday Adam would learn something new about Eve that delighted
him to the core. At the cool of the day, he would go running to his Father to tell
him of the wonderful new things he had discovered about Eve. Thanksgiving
and joy and worship would flow out of Adam like a fresh spring, new every
moment. He couldn’t imagine how he could be any happier.

And Eve was the same. She would listen in awe at the stories Adam would
share, and she would learn eagerly from Adam’s experiences. And she would
tell God everything she learned, always close to Adam, always there to help
him, always ready to help him learn something new.

For the first year or so, the garden seemed to take care of itself. Which was
a good thing, because Adam was too busy learning about his new wife, and
teaching her all that his Father had taught him. He told her of the healing
plants, and the methods for keeping the garden in order. And she would ask
questions that he never thought of, and would find insight in old lessons that
he never saw before.

When it came to the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, Adam was
especially careful. He strenuously told Eve that this was the gateway to death,
and the loss of all the goodness they were enjoying. He told her to stay away
from that tree, and not even touch the fruit. Just let him deal with it. He
would protect her and he didn’t want anything bad to happen to her. She
readily agreed, and smiled up at him trustingly.

The times spent alone with Eve were the best. Whenever she was around,
the garden seemed to light up to ten times its normal brightness. He knew he
was never alone with his Father always close by, but somehow the intimacy with
Eve made his Father appear even more generous and good to him. He saw the
relationship that he had between himself and his Father, and saw that same
kind of relationship between himself and Eve, only this time he was the one
giving! It filled him with awe and courage and a solemn state of mind, to never
do anything to disrupt these relationships he had on both sides. He determined



to treat Eve as well as God treated him.

As the years went by, every inch of Eve captivated him. Her hair was beau-
tiful in every light. Her smile would send shivers of delight through his soul.
Her voice was like laughter and music and a carress all in one. And whether he
looked at her from across the garden or from within his arms, every curve and
dimple in her body proclaimed to all that she was the jewel in this garden, and
that she was all his.

But it wasn’t just her body that melded their souls together. It was her
mind, her heart, her own soul. It was her thoughts, and her compassion, and
her true honest love for him. It was their joyful worship of God together, when
they sang His praises each morning by the Tree of Life. It was the look in her
eyes as they sat on the grass, listening to his Father teach them. Adam would
sometimes glance over to make sure she was ok, to make sure she understood,
and was always reassured by her clear joy at the Father’s words.

And it was the playful times that also wove them together. The jokes and
the laughter and the teasing. Playing tag and running from tree to tree until
they were panting and laughing so hard they had to collapse in the clover until
they caught their breath.

It was all this that made her one with him.

That’s why the choice was so hard.

He wasn’t sure how it happened, but one day, after gathering some grapes for
winemaking, he looked up, and saw Eve standing by the Tree of the Knowledge
of Good and Evil with the Serpent. A chill ran down his spine.

She was holding the fruit.

And then he saw her take a bite.

Panic ripped through him. His Father told him that they would surely die
if they ate that fruit. He waited for a second. Two seconds. Ten seconds. She
didn’t fall over. She didn’t disappear.

Then she turned around, and his heart broke.

He saw her running toward him, with that same joy and eagerness. That
urgency to share everything with him. But it was a shadow of what was there
before. She didn’t realize it, but she had been tricked.

His beautiful Eve. Tricked into eating the forbidden fruit. He could see the
effect on her already. He could feel the distance between them. He could feel
the bonds between their souls tearing. And he could see the urgency in her eyes,
and the growing panic in her face as she saw the tears brimming in his eyes.

She told him everything that the Serpent had said to her. How the Serpent
had pushed her against the tree to prove that she would not die just from
touching it. Adam groaned in his soul. He had wanted to protect her, and now
that extra precaution had been used against his beloved.

She told him that the Serpent told her that the fruit was supposed to make
them wise, like God Himself. She told him she was already seeing new things,
and held the fruit out to him, hopefully. Almost desperately.

What should he do? Should he obey his Father, who had never lied to him?
Or should he join his wife, who had never wanted anything but the best for
him? She didn’t understand that she had been deceived. But he saw it. He saw



it as clear as day. Anger burned in him. How dare the Serpent meddle between
him and his wife! How dare he trick such an innocent being into sin and death!

Adam’s heart bled. How could he forsake his only companion? How could
he leave her to die, alone? How could he sever the bonds of love that had formed
so strongly over the years? His Father had never forsaken him. How could he
forsake his wife?

Adam didn’t know how to fix this. His Father had not told him how. There
had never been any hint that there was a way to fix it. But now, faced with the
loss of his wife, and the increasing pain in her eyes, and the desperation in her
look, he stumbled, and forgot who his Father was.

Hadn’t his Father always supplied his every need? Hadn’t his Father known
his needs before he did himself? Hadn’t his Father been gentle and merciful and
kind in every way imaginable? Hadn’t his Father created everything around
him? Surely his Father could fix this.

But he forgot it in his moment of crisis. And with full knowledge that he
was crossing from life to death, Adam took the fruit, and ate it.

Footnotes:

1. Apology - I realize I am treading on very dangerous ground
with this story, because, if you look at it from a certain perspective,
I might be pretending to add to the Bible. But this is not my
intention, and I both encourage the reader to read his own Bible for
himself, and beg the reader’s forgiveness for planting ideas that may
not be scriptural. I have written these footnotes in an attempt to
encourage more Bible study, and to explain why I wrote the story the
way I did. I suspect this is somewhat like John Bunyan’s dilemma
with the book Pilgrim’s Progress but at least he did not embellish an
actual Bible story, but wrote his own story based on Biblical truths.

But like John Bunyan pointed out, Jesus used parables to teach
as well. And sometimes a personalized fiction can help drive home
the truth, like when the prophet Nathan confronted David after his
adultery with Bathsheba (2 Samuel 12). May you read this story
with caution, like a flawed parable that requires care, yet may inspire
new questions to study.

This story is not scripture, but let it point you toward scripture.

I had the idea for this story a while back, when going through
some personal struggles of my own. I started to sympathize with the
choice that Adam had to make, which was greater, more difficult,
and had greater consequences than any I have had to make. I do
not envy Adam, but may God have mercy on him. Jesus says that
offenses must come, but woe to the man through whom they come.
(Matthew 18:7) I suspect Adam’s sin might count as an offense.
Thank God for Jesus as the second Adam! (Romans 5)



And finally, there has been at least one other critically acclaimed
re-telling of the story of Adam and Eve by Jonathan Goldstein. It is
my hope that this story shows that there are plenty of hints already
in the Bible for how the story of Adam and Eve may have unfolded.
There is no need to cast Adam as a simpleton.

2. Order of creation - It was unclear to me in Genesis 2
whether the garden was created first, and then Adam, or whether
Adam was created first and then the garden. It is clear that Adam
was to tend to the garden, and therefore would have needed some
instruction on how to do it.

I don’t know if the garden was planted and Adam got to watch
everything grow over time, or whether it was created before his very
eyes in a flash, or perhaps prepared before Adam even got there.
Considering how strict God was with the Israelites who had wit-
nessed his awesome terror on Mount Sinai when He gave the 10
Commandments (Deut 5:23-33; Numbers 15:32), I don’t know how
much power God showed Adam. Perhaps the less power God showed,
the more merciful God could be later on.

3. God digging in the garden - I did not think this was
too much of a stretch. Jesus is our example, and He washed the
diciples feet (John 13). God does not expect more of us than He
does of Himself. He shows us how to live, by giving the Law, and
then rescues us from death by fulfilling it for us.

4. The stretched time frame - Some may be surprised that I
stretched the “6th day” of creation into months and even years. This
is because, when reading Genesis chapter 1, I notice that the sun was
created on the 4th day, after the first day when light was created,
and even after the 3rd day when plants were created. Also, each of
the 6 days have an evening and a morning, and the first 3 days have
this without the sun. Then the 7th day has no specific evening or
morning. So I can’t be dogmatic that the 6 days of creation were 24
hour days, and I suspect that they were not. I know God can create
everything in six 24 hour days, but He doesn’t have to.

5. God eating the fruit of the garden - This is just a guess,
but Jesus ate food. If God can be walking in the garden in the cool
of the day (Genesis 3:8), presumably literally, then surely He could
eat too. But the Bible does not say one way or the other.

6. Like a little kid in a grown body - Jesus says that the
kingdom of heaven belongs to those like little children. (Matt. 19:13-
15) How do children approach their parents? They ask questions
constantly, they assume parents will have the answers, they assume
their parents will take care of them and meet their every need, and
they love and accept with innocence. God obviously expects us to
behave the same way with Him.

7. Saving his questions for the cool of the day - The way
Genesis explains it, it sounds like God was not always in the garden



at every moment, watching over Adam and Eve, in person, like a
hawk. God knew what was happening, of course, but Adam and
Eve seem to have “time alone.” So it makes sense that questions
would be saved for when God would arrive.

8. Eating of the Tree of Life - I think this is a safe assumption.
They could eat of every tree in the garden, but one. If they spent
more than 24 hours in the garden, then surely the Tree of Life was
one of the meals. After eating the forbidden fruit, only then was the
Tree of Life guarded and blocked. The Tree of Life shows up again
in Revelation 22:2, where even the leaves are for the healing of the
nations, and new fruit appears every month. It seems to me to be a
tree to eat of regularly.

9. All his work was quite easy - Jesus says that His yoke
is easy and His burden is light. (Matthew 11:30) And it was only
after Adam’s sin that the ground was cursed and “painful toil” was
introduced. (Genesis 3:17)

10. Healing plants - The Tree of Life in Revelation 22:2 already
talks about healing, but we also know of plants today that help heal.
I believe that God wants us to gain knowledge and grow and be able
to help ourselves, not to be continually helpless. There is a theme of
growth throughout the entire Bible. This does not mean that we are
supposed to do everything in our own strength though. The Sabbath
law shows us that to “keep it holy” we need to avoid doing our own
work. What is left? God’s work. Somehow there is a balance of us
doing good in Him, not in ourselves.

11. Adam being honest with himself and God - Jesus is
the Way, the Truth, and the Life. (John 14:6). The devil’s native
language is lying. (John 8:44) Truth is of God, and to live in God,
in His Way, means to live in Truth.

Imagine what it will be like in heaven when you never have to
worry about someone lying to you. Everything you ever hear will be
the truth. What a different world that would be.

12. Animal interview process - This was just made up. I see
how God works in our lives, and see how often seemingly unrelated
things turn out to be preparation for something bigger later on. This
idea is the only basis for this part of the story. The Bible doesn’t
tell us much except that Adam named them, and that God brought
the animals to Adam. Maybe God was creating them at the same
time as Adam was naming them. The “forming” and the “naming”
are in the same verse: Genesis 2:19. But perhaps this was like Noah,
and the animals had to be gathered by some effort... it was Noah’s
job!

Short summary: don’t take this part of the story too seriously

13. Talking animals - This is based on the talking serpent in
Genesis 3, and the talking donkey in the story of Balaam in Num-
bers 22. Also, there is a change in man’s eating habits after the



flood. Before the flood, mankind was vegetarian. After the flood,
“everything that lives and moves” (Genesis 9:3) was given by God
to man for food. And the animals now feared and dreaded man.
(Genesis 9)

This suggests some kind of change in the animals at the flood,
and also suggests that animals were much more friendly and trusting
before the flood. Which explains how Noah could get them all into
the ark.

Also, in Genesis 11, the story of the tower of Babel is told, and
how God confused the languages of men. If God confused the lan-
guage of men, is it beyond possibility to think He could confuse the
communication between man and animal?

With two examples of talking animals in the Bible, and this
change in the status of animals, and some of the scientific stud-
ies I've heard about regarding animal communication today, I would
not be surprised if animals could talk originally. But I must stress
that this is only conjecture, based on the above information.

14. Learning about relationships from watching animals
- This is based on the verses in Romans (1:20) how mankind is
without excuse because of nature’s testimony about God. If nature
is supposed to point us toward God, then it does not seem far-fetched
to find other truths in nature as well.

But always compare the “truths” you think you find in nature
with the Bible, to make sure you are not deceiving yourself. No
sense trying to learn lessons the hard way when there’s a book right
in front of us.

15. The Donkey’s confidence - This was a fanciful extra
based on the story of Balaam (Numbers 22), the story of Samson
(Judges 15), and Jesus’s triumphal entry to Jerusalem (Matthew
21:5). Also, the tradition is that a donkey was with Mary and Joseph
in their travels, but I can’t find a verse that says that.

Also, there is no verse that says the donkey had any knowledge of
what was to come. It was just a way to point out that even humble
animals have a plan from God.

16. The sudden deadline - It did seem uncharacteristic of God
to impose a sudden deadline on Adam to finish the work of naming
the animals, but the Bible does say that God caused Adam to fall
into a deep sleep. (Genesis 2:21) What better way than through
hard work? But this is again a guess, and part of the fiction.

But God does set deadlines sometimes, even though He is patient.
He tells us that “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your
hearts as you did in the rebellion.” (Hebrews 3:15). Also, there was
some pretty definite direction from God, through dreams, to Joseph,
when he was supposed to move to Egypt and back. (Matthew 2)
And when Israel missed God’s deadline of entering the promised
land, through unbelief, they had to wander for 40 years.



17. God being Adam’s Father - This is from Luke 3:38 where
Adam is referred to as the “son of God” at the end of the geneology.

18. Description of the “lovebirds” Adam and Eve - This
is based on the New Testament guidance of family order in various
places, where the husband is to love his wife as Christ loved the
church, and the wife is to submit to her husband. And how in 1
Corinthians 11:9 it says that man was not created for woman, but
woman for man, and how because of that, the woman needs a sign
of authority on her head.

So I tried to frame the story in such a way that it showed how
Adam needed to teach Eve, since she came after. And how Eve would
be submissive to Adam, especially in the presense of God, but that
there would be nothing coming between her and God either. Adam
was not her priest. He was only her head. And Adam cared for her
in love. And how Eve, as the ideal wife, was a helpmeet for Adam,
even helping him learn things that were beyond him before she ar-
rived. I believe being a helpmeet is more than just physical labour,
it is everything about the intimate relationship. The honesty, the
comfort, the companionship. It is the wife unlocking the potential
of the man, and vice versa.

19. Adam telling his Father all about Eve - Perhaps similar
to how the disciples reported to Jesus everything they had done on
their mission in Mark 6:30. I think God definitely wants us to tell
Him everything on our hearts, just like little children.

20. Garden taking care of itself for the first year - This is
based on the Old Testament law that said that a newlywed husband
did not have to go to battle for a whole year. (Deut 24:5)

21. “every inch of Eve captivated him” - This is from
Proverbs 5:19 where the Bible tells man to be captivated by his
wife’s love, not by any other woman.

22. Eve being the jewel in the garden - In Genesis 6:4, there
is a puzzling passage about the “sons of God” having children by the
“daughters of men” and that the “daughters of men” were beautiful
(6:2). It is unclear whether “sons of God” refers to spirits or to godly
men who were drawn away from God by beautiful women. But the
idea that women were beautiful is an obvious fact today, and it does
not seem to be a stretch that Eve was the jewel of the Garden of
Eden. She was certainly Adam’s jewel.

23. Adam telling Eve not to touch the fruit - This is
based on Eve’s own words in Genesis 3:3 where she both adds the
“not touch” command and lessens the “surely die” part. I don’t
know if this was changed by Eve herself, or whether Adam told her
that. If T were in Adam’s shoes, I could easily see myself trying to
put a hedge around Eve to protect her. But this is not stated in the
Bible explicitly.

24. The serpent pushing Eve against the tree - This comes
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from Jewish tradition, speculating that, since Eve changed God’s
command in her quoting it, it gave the serpent an opportunity to
twist the words, or push her against the tree to prove she wouldn’t
die.

This is not mentioned in the Bible though.

25. Was Adam beside Eve or not? - Genesis 3:6 says that
Adam was with Eve. I don’t know if that means right beside her, or
in close proximity. Also, the Bible does not mention any pleading or
arguing between Eve and Adam, so my story certainly adds there.
From the Biblical account, Adam did not need any convincing to eat
the fruit!

26. Adam eating in full knowledge, while Eve was only
deceived - Eve’s part of being deceived is confirmed in the New
Testament in 1 Timothy 2:14. It was definitely sin, just as Adam’s
eating was definitely sin too. But there was an element of deception
for Eve, that Adam can’t seem to claim. And there is an element
of relationship for Adam, that Eve can’t seem to claim either. Eve
was not married to the serpent.

27. Winemaking - There is no evidence they knew how to
make wine at that point. But squeezing some of the fruit would be
logical to try...

28. When did Eve know she had been deceived? - She
uses it as an excuse pretty quick. So it must have been soon. Perhaps
I’'m retaining her innocence in the story a bit too long, when I wrote
that she didn’t know she had been tricked. It was still sin, she knew
the command, even though her memory of it was flawed. Yet she
broke the command anyway.

29. Surely his Father could fix this... - And God did fix
this through the second Adam: Jesus Christ. I sometimes wonder
how God would have saved Eve if Adam had refused to sin. Perhaps
Adam would have had to die for her instead. But as 1 Corinthians
1:28-30 says, no one may boast before God. All men and women are
guilty of sin. Only God can save us. Only God can make us holy to
enter into his Sabbath rest.

All scripture quotes taken from the NIV.
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